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Additions due to Covid-19 
 

From the week commencing 1 June at the earliest, Broadway First School will begin to welcome back 
children in pre-school. 

Existing space requirements and staff to child ratios for these age groups should allow for small group 
working. Where the physical layout of our pre-school setting does not allow small groups of children to be 
kept at a safe distance apart, we will exercise judgement in ensuring the highest standards of safety are 

maintained. It may be necessary to introduce a temporary cap on numbers or prioritise places to ensure that 
safety is prioritised. 

Risk assessment 

Broadway First School will carry out a risk assessment of our setting, and for a range of activities within the 
early years setting, before opening. The assessments will directly address risks associated with coronavirus, so 
that sensible measures can be put in place to control those risks for children and staff. 

Class sizes and staff availability 
One of the protective measures we will take to reduce transmission is to have smaller groups in the class. We 
know that early years’ children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff for 
sustained periods of time. In deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, we are taking 
this into account. Pre-school and reception will therefore work through the hierarchy of measures set out in 
government guidance: 
 

 avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 
 frequent hand cleaning and good hygiene practices 
 regular cleaning of settings 
 minimising contact and mixing 

It is important to reduce contact between children and staff as far as possible, and we will take steps to 
achieve that and reduce transmission risk by ensuring children, and staff where possible, mix in a small group 
and keep that small group away from other people and groups. The staff to child ratios within the Early 
Years Foundation Stage continue to apply and we will use these to group children.  Members of staff will be 
allocated to a group but if there are any shortages then support staff will be used.  

Effective infection protection and control 

At Broadway First School, preventing the spread of coronavirus involves dealing with direct transmission (for 
instance, when in close contact with those sneezing and coughing) and indirect transmission (via touching 
contaminated surfaces). A range of approaches and actions should be employed to do this. These include: 



 Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend Nursery. 

 Cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water 
and soap and dry them thoroughly ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

 Ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 Cleaning frequently touched surfaces such as door handles, handrails, tabletops, play equipment and 
toys. 

 Minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as classroom 
layout) and timetables (such as staggered drop off and collection times) 

 Reducing the range of toys and games available, avoiding the use of fabric based toys/cushions etc. 

Attendance 

No one with symptoms should attend pre-school for any reason. Eligible children – including priority groups - 
may to attend unless they are self-isolating or they are clinically vulnerable (in which case they should follow 
medical advice). When a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be 
sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 
days. All staff and pupils who are attending Broadway First School will have access to a test if they display 
symptoms of coronavirus. 

If someone in your household is extremely clinically vulnerable, children should not attend pre-school/school. 
Families should notify school as normal if your child is unable to attend so that staff can explore the reason 
with them and address barriers together.  

Vulnerable children 

There is a continuing expectation that vulnerable children will attend school, where it is safe and appropriate 
for them do so. 

Vulnerable children in this context include those who: 

 are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children who have 
a child in need plan, a child protection plan or who are a looked-after child. Attendance is expected, 
unless their social worker decides that they are at less risk at home or in their placement. The 
educational provider should notify the social worker in cases where these children or young people do 
not take up their place at Pre-School. 

 have an education, health and care (EHC) plan and it is determined, following a risk assessment, 
carried out with Broadway First School and parents, that their needs can be as safely or more safely 
met in the educational environment. 

 have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by Broadway First School and/or Broadway First School 
staff or local authorities (including children’s social care services), and who are therefore in need of 
continued education provision - this might include children on the edge of receiving support from 
children’s social care services, adopted children, those at risk of becoming NEET (‘not in employment, 
education or training’), those who are young carers and others at the provider and local authority’s 
discretion 



Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that Broadway First School must meet for the 
learning, development and care of children. We will use reasonable endeavours to deliver the learning and 
development requirements as far as possible in the current circumstances. 

What this means in practice: The EYFS learning and development requirements comprise seven high level 
areas of learning that ordinarily must shape education programmes in pre-school, and seventeen Early 
Learning Goals (ELGs) which summarise the knowledge, skills and understanding that all young children 
should have gained by the end of the reception year. 

Whilst Broadway First School will try and meet existing requirements as far as is possible during the COVID-
19 outbreak, these are extraordinary times and there may be occasions where it will not be possible to 
provide activities and experience across all seven areas of learning for all children all of the time. 

Broadway First School will make decisions about how to support and educate all their pupils during this 
period, based on the local context and staff capacity. 

Where children are returning, Broadway First School will: 

 consider their pupils’ mental health and wellbeing and identify any pupil who may need additional support 
so they are ready to learn. 

 assess where pupils are in their learning, and agree what adjustments may be needed to the school 
curriculum over the coming weeks. 

 identify and plan how best to support the education of high needs groups, including disadvantaged pupils, 
and SEND and vulnerable pupils. 

 work together to support their upcoming transition to Reception 
 

Broadway First School will use best endeavours to support pupils attending school as well as those remaining 
at home, making use of the available Home Learning Plans which are posted weekly via the Class Dojo app.  

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus at 
Broadway First School? 

When a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be sent home and 
advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff 
and pupils who are attending Broadway First school will have access to a test if they display symptoms of 
coronavirus. 

Where the child or staff member tests positive, the rest of the group will be sent home and advised to self-
isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class/group do not need to self-isolate unless 
the child or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms. 

As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the child’s cohort or in 
the wider school, Public Health England’s local Health Protection Teams will conduct a rapid investigation 
and will advise school on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases, a larger number of other 
children may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure - perhaps the whole class, site or 
year group. 

Where settings are observing guidance on infection prevention and control, which will reduce risk of 
transmission, closure of the whole setting will not generally be necessary. 



Transition within Early Years 

Starting school is a major transition in a child’s life involving separation from familiar adults and other 
children within their family and circle of friends. By the time they are ready to start school children would 
usually have a more secure understanding of which adults are always around to support them and are 
consequently able to approach new experiences with some self-assurance. Even in ‘normal’ times they will 
need preparation if they are going to be able to approach the transition to the next stage of their education. 

Following on from their experiences since the middle of March this year, these transitions are going to look 
and feel quite different for everyone concerned this year, so we will think carefully about how we approach 
them to ensure they are as smooth and meaningful as they possibly can be for the children, the families and 
the school. 

In May and June schools and pre-schools usually work together to provide parents and children opportunities 
to familiarise themselves with next year’s setting and staff. 

We will be working in partnership, sharing relevant information and ‘managing’ the process of transition 
together. However, this year, the experience sessions in our school will not be possible.  We may be able to 
facilitate some activities, depending on how our return to school develops. 

We will ensure, more than ever before, a good line of communication between the parents, the school and 
our early year settings. Each party will make sure the expectations of each other are clear. 

Broadway First School will also support parents during this time. Strong bonds and sensitive aspects of 
family life have already been shared in trust and confidence with our staff and we will make sure that this is 
transferred safely and sensitively to next year’s staff where applicable. 

All classes within school will be working together to ensure a smooth transition for all children. 

 

 


