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Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you to all those that got in touch regarding the proposal to offer a governor led pre-school provision for up to 

eight children per session as part of a pre-school class.   

There was a range of views expressed by parents and local community.  These included: 

IN SUPPORT: 

- To strengthen sustainability of the school. Other local schools have introduced a preschool with great success. 

- Provision for working parents through wrap around care. 

- The Foundation Class would have children learning from the same curriculum.  Currently Class 1 is taught 

across two curriculums to cater for Reception and Year 1 children. Reception and preschool children both 

follow the Early Years curriculum.  Year 1 work to the National Curriculum.   

- Provision for pre-school children in the village following the closure of provision at St Mary’s.   

 

CONCERNS: 

- Splitting year groups. This school, along with many other local schools have a history of managing split year 

groups.  Like most small schools the mixture of year groups is always dictated by the specific number in each 

year group whilst ensuring that class sizes for Key Stage One (Year 1 and Year 2) remain in the legal limit of 

no more than 30 pupils in the class. 

- Having a class with both pre-school and Reception children in it.  Staff and governors felt this was preferable 

to the Reception and Year 1 split as the children are working from the same curriculum and it a natural 

progression. 

- Some parents would prefer a pure Year 5 class again this year.  This is something we have only been able to 

do this year, and would be unable to do next year anyway due to pupil numbers.   

 

We considered these main threads and others at length and decided that we are going to open pre-school provision.  

We are planning to do this in the autumn term.  Further information will be available in due course.   

During the consultation several parents and members of the local community also stated that they would like the 

school to consider having a Year 6.  We did consult about this last year, and passed the consultation to the Local 

Authority who make this decision.  Unfortunately they declined our request.  However, we are continuing to 

investigate this option.   

Kind regards 

 

T. M. Browning     R. Clements 

Headteacher     Chair of Governors 
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